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Katharine was taking part in a national bowling 
competition. She had been training hard for 
this moment for many years, and it had finally 
arrived. She was very excited.
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She got her first strike and celebrated by 
doing a little dance and shooting the air with 
her imaginary pistols. She had also been 
practicing this at home in front of the mirror. 
She thought that it was so cool.
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Then she tripped over a pair of bowling shoes 
that someone had left just lying around. She 
landed kind of funny and broke her thumb! She 
suspected that a competitor was trying to 
sabotage her game.
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She didn’t let this stop her, so for her next 
shot she kicked the ball down the alley!  
Unfortunately, this broke her big toe. She 
heard it snap as her foot made contact with 
the heavy bowling ball.
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She got another strike and punched the air 
just as all the pins went flying. She was at the 
top her game, despite having  a broken thumb 
and toe.
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The TV screen played an animated strike video 
along with some pumpin’ music. She danced 
along to the music, egging on the spectators, 
while doing the best dance she could muster 
with her injuries.



Then the pain kicked in and her victory dance 
became more of a hypnotic trance. She was 
losing control of her functions and thought 
that she might pass out at any moment.
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Suddenly, loads of bowling pins (which must 
have been in storage upstairs) fell through 
the ceiling and onto Katharine. One of them 
bopped her right in the forehead. It brought 
her out of her trance and into a whole new 
world of pain.
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There were so many pins that she was almost 
fully buried with only her head visible. She 
could not move under the weight of them. 
Unbelievable really; how could things get any 
worse?



A large, evil-looking rat approached Katharine, 
and she could see that more of them were 
popping up out from under the big pile of pins.
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She was soon surrounded by evil rats and 
became quite worried. She tried to wiggle 
free but with no luck. It was not going great 
for Katharine. It seemed likely that her face 
might be eaten off and there was nothing she 
could do.
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Luckily, a local gardener was at the bowling 
competition that day. He had his tools with 
him as he had come there straight from work. 
He batted away the rats with his rake, saving 
Katharine from getting nibbled on.
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One of the rats tried to escape, but the 
gardener threw his weeding fork as if it were 
some kind of ninja weapon. The rat was impaled 
against the wall, and all the remaining rats 
fled in terror.
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The gardener took Katharine back to his 
mushroom house in the forest. He treated 
all her injuries and she made a full recovery. 
Katharine and the gardener fell in love, and he 
invited her to live with him. She accepted, and 
they lived happily ever after.



That’s the story of Katharine’s big 
bowling competition. She never did win 
– no one did – but she didn’t care. She 
lived in a mushroom house now, and 
that was enough.

This story was written in Alfreton 
bowling alley and also in the pub 
afterwards. The bowling was getting 
serious, and I got told to stop it with 
the stories, hence having to finish it at 
the pub.
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